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Welcome to the Newport Community?s STEM 
Resource Guide to be distributed during 
Newport?s first-ever STEM Night on October 
1, 2015, at Sadie Halstead Middle School. 
STEM Night, along with a publication sharing 
STEM resources, were originally envisioned 
by Michele Hunt, Newport School District?s 
Coordinator of Special Programs. 

Why a STEM Resource Guide for a small, 
rural community like Newport, Washington? 
The timing is right, and it?s been a long time 
coming. When we look at Pend Oreille 
County?s history, our early residents were 
technicians. They were specialists in their 
fields, like loggers, miners, and farmers, who 
contributed to the hardy, pioneer society. Back 
then, knowledge and technical skill were often 
passed down through the generations. Now, 
we continue to use those methods and rely 
upon these trades, but we also have many 
other STEM contributors to our community. 

Present day STEM professionals now serving 
our community include scientists, foresters, 
engineers, community planners, health care 
professionals, biologists, IT professionals, 
hydro-electric power specialists, and many 
others. Recent events have paved the way 
leading to our identifying ourselves as a 
relevant STEM community, here in the Inland 
Northwest. For instance, we are benefiting 
from the recent addition of fiber-optic internet  
with high speed connectivity that rivals or 
surpasses that of our neighbors? living in 
metropolitan areas like Spokane and Seattle. 

The objective of this first-ever Newport 
Community STEM Resource Guide is to 
provide a snapshot of our community?s STEM 
educational and career-readiness 
opportunities. It also provides insight into 
community partners that offer STEM 
programming and area economic 
development. You?ll be introduced to STEM 

educators and professionals, and they?ll share 
with you their favorite STEM resources.

On behalf of everyone who contributed to this 
first edition, we hope you find the resources 
helpful, and we look forward to serving you.

Donna Molvik

Program Director

Grizzly Discovery Center

Newport School District?s 

21st Century Community Learning Center

MolvikDonna@NewportGriz.com

509.447.2481 ext. 6500

BY DONNA MOLVIK
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Superintendent Dave Smith recalls a recent 
article that he read in Education Weekly. The 
article revealed that in the subject areas of 
science, technology, engineering, and math 
the gap between what goes on in the 
classroom and what goes on in the real world 
is much larger than it is for most other 
subjects. The skills traditionally learned in 
language arts class? reading and 
writing? more closely resemble those used in 
a professional setting than the skills learned in 

geometry, biology or other STEM related 
courses.  He also referenced a recent ACT 
study finding that many students who said 
they were interested in pursuing a science or 
math career did not show a preference for 
STEM-type tasks? meaning they probably 
didn't know what people in STEM careers 
actually do. Smith said: ?Newport School 
District is working very hard to bridge that 
gap, and opportunities such as STEM night 
demonstrate our efforts to collaborate with 
community partners to introduce our students 
to the many fascinating STEM careers that 
exist.?

Newport School District?s most impactful 
high tech asset, however, are the teachers and 
the programs they offer. Students get a strong 
foundation in STEM with a wide range of 

classes and programs that prepare them for 
post-secondary opportunities and employment 
right out of high school. Newport School 
District?s Career and Technical Education 
program offers classes that give students 
hands-on training. 

Building STEM Foundations in 
Middle School

Students begin with Integrated 
Communications at the middle school, which 
provides a solid foundation for students in 
their use of technology. Students become 
adept at using digital tools and develop an 
understanding of web and communication 
tools needed in the business world of today 
and tomorrow. The instructor Randy Wyrobek 
ensures that students are ready for high school 
and the diversity of programs afforded. 
Contact:

Randy Wyrobek

509.447.2481 

wyrobekrandy@newportgriz.com.

?Sadie Halstead Middle School is proud to be 
considered part of Newport?s 
?high-tech-high-rec? community. We have 
awesome teachers who promote Science 
Technology Engineering and Math throughout 
many subject areas. Our students are also 
fortunate to have the Grizzly Discovery 
Center to further their skills and passion in 
supporting the importance of STEM,? said 
Tony Moser, Principal of SHMS. 

Robotics , Photo by Newport School District

By Donna Molvik &  Steve Shumski
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Newport School District offers a multitude of opportunities for students to 
engage in STEM activit ies.  Behind the scenes we have a strong network built on 
a f iber backbone that supports thousands of connections. Students and staff  
can connect with tech devices including iPods, smartphones, tablets, laptops 
and yes even the traditional wired PC and Mac.

NEWPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT
HIGH TECH. HIGH STANDARDS.

EMPHASIS ON 
STEM EDUCATION 
STARTS AT THE 
TOP



Troy Whittle, Principal of 
Newport High School said he 
believes: ?that educating students 
in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics is 
vital. STEM education prepares 
our students better for 
post-secondary education as well 
as the working world.  As we 
seek to promote the greater 
Newport area as a place where 
businesses that focus on STEM 
can plant roots to strengthen our 
economy, it is critical that 
Newport schools play a large role 
in preparing the potential 
workforce that would fill these 
positions. Whether it's having 
work-ready kids or students that 
are well-prepared to go to college 
and perhaps return to fill jobs in 
the region, it is our duty to 
partner with our community to 
fill this critical role.?

At the high school, Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) 
programs include robotics, 
fabrication, construction, and 

Project Lead the Way?s 
BioMedical Program.

The robotics program is offered 
by Chris Altmaier who believes 
that STEM is an amazing focus 
that helps teach our students 
valuable skills that are sought in 
our current world of work. The 
robotics program is one primary 
example of programming that 
helps to solidify Newport as a 
great place to find skills for high 
tech industries. Altmaier takes 
students through building robots 
and programming them with 
Arduino software.  

Altmaier has a double major in 
Business Management and 
Management Information 
Systems and has held a lifelong 
interest in all things STEM. 
Altmaier says he: enjoys 
"working with software, 
engineering projects, math of all 
kinds, and science of all kinds.? 

Favor ite STEM Resources:

SciShow at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/

scishow

Smarter Every Day at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/

destinws2

CrashCourse at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/

crashcourse

MinutePhysics at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/

minutephysics

It?s Okay to be Smart at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/

itsokaytobesmart

VSauce 
https://www.youtube.com/user/

Vsauce

Contact Info:

Chris Altmaier

509.447.2481 ext. 3581

altmaier@newportgriz.com

Students can pursue hands-on 
STEM activities though our Fab 
Lab headed by instructor Travis 
Stott. He strives to create interest 
and curiosity about possible 
careers in the construction and 
fabrication industries by 
introducing students to CNC 
plasma and router machines, and 
laser engraving. Students use 
Sketch-up and RhinoCAD to 
generate control files for CNC 
equipment to fabricate products 
that include parts, prototypes, 
finished products, and pieces of 
art. Local businesses and 
residents use these student-made 
products and pieces of art. 

Teaching students a strong work 
ethic is integrated into the course 
while developing students? 
technical skills in the Fab Lab. 

Stott has over 16 years of 
experience in fabrication and 
teaching and found his love of 
fabrication when working for 
Fabtec and attending the 
University of Idaho where he 
received his bachelor?s degree.  

Favor ite STEM Resources:

Ted Talks at 
https://www.ted.com/talks

Pirate 4X4 at 
http://www.pirate4x4.com

Torchmate forums found at 
http://www.torchmate.com/

resource-center

Vectric tutorials at 
http://support.vectric.com/training-material

Contact Info:

Travis Stott

509.447.2481 ext. 3131

stotttravis@newportgriz.com

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION

"Find what inspires you and pursue it 
with all your heart,? Steve Shumski.

As the CTE and Technology Director for the district, Steve Shumski is 
proud of the programs Newport School District offers. He says he is 

especially proud of the number of students that have gone on to pursue 
their love of everything STEM and found great careers that will allow 

them to pursue their passion. 

DEVELOPING LIFE-LONG 
STEM LEARNERS AND 
CAREER STEM 
PROFESSIONALS AT THE 
HIGH SCHOOL
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By Steve Shumski

ROBOTICS

FAB LAB



The rigorous and relevant four-course PLTW 
Biomedical Science sequence allows students 
to investigate the roles of biomedical 
professionals as they study the concepts of 
human medicine, physiology, genetics, 
microbiology, and public health. While 
studying these subjects, students work 
collaboratively to understand and design 
solutions to the most pressing health 
challenges of today and the future.

PLTW courses are designed to appeal to all 
students and help them make the critical 

connections between STEM principles and 
solving the real challenges in our communities 
and the world.  Each course in the Biomedical 
Science sequence builds on the skills and 
knowledge students gain in the preceding 
courses and their traditional math and science 
courses.

During June 2015, 15 students from Newport 
High School participated in the Health 
Occupations Students of America (HOSA) 
National Leadership Conference in Anaheim. 
The conference reflected the true collective 

education our students receive at Newport 
High School.  As future health professionals 
they were able to take the knowledge they 
have learned in other departments: Math, 
English, Social Studies, and Media 
Broadcasting, and then weave that in with 
their knowledge and skills in the Biomedical 
Sciences, Nursing, and Fire Science programs 
to showcase their talents and leadership in 
health care.  

Newport instructor Saraya Pierce was 
awarded the HOSA Outstanding Advisor of 
the Year for the State of Washington, and she 
is a member of the Competitive Events 
Management Team for the National 
Conference.

Favor ite STEM Resource:

Project Lead the Way 
https://www.pltw.org/pltw-biomedical-science

Contact Info:

Saraya Pierce

509.447.2481 ext. 3110

piercesaraya@newportgriz.com

HOSA students at Nationals june 2015, Photo courtesy of Saraya Pierce

By Saraya Pierce

4

Project Lead the Way & the Biomedical Science Program are prime 
examples of NSD's Career & Technical Education Programs

Newport High School is one of only four high schools in the state of Washington 

certif ied as a Project Lead the Way (PLTW) and Biomedical Sciences Program to assist 

students in developing strong backgrounds in science and engineering. This dynamic 

program uses hands-on, real world curriculum to engage and challenge students to 

achieve their highest potential.  

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY 
& BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE



With its mission to develop human potential 
through quality, relevant and affordable 
learning opportunities that result in improved 
social and economic well-being for our 
students and our state, Community Colleges 
of Spokane's Newport Center serves as a 
catalyst for our local community in helping 
youth and adults obtain a STEM education 
that translates to  well paying STEM careers 
that are in high demand.

Students at the Newport Center can earn 
college degrees or certificates. They can get 

ready for college level courses through the 
Center's college readiness program and can 
complete a GED or high school diploma. 
Continuing education classes, both credit and 
non-credit options, are available, as well as 
classes to brush-up on computer skills. All of 
these are available in the inviting atmosphere 
of your hometown campus at the Newport 
Center.

Favor ite STEM Resource:  

CCS STEM classes, online degrees and 
certificates that are available through the 
college, at: 
http://www.scc.spokane.edu/Programs/

Programs.aspx. 

Another favorite resource is Georgetown 
University's Center on Education and the 
Workforce Executive Study on STEM found 
at https://cew.georgetown.edu/publications/

reports/page/3/

To learn more about STEM education and 
career opportunities at the Newport Center 
contact:

Suzette Reasoner

Community Colleges of Spokane

Newport Center Manager

1204 W. Fifth Street

Newport, WA  99156

509.447.3835

newport@scc.spokane.edu

http://sccel.spokane.edu/Newport.aspx

By Suzette Reasoner
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Get a start on your STEM education and career, 
right here in Newport.

The Community Colleges of Spokane play a key role in STEM 
education by awarding 29% of its certificates and 31% of associate 

degrees in STEM fields and by providing transition to four-year 
universities - Spokane STEM

COMMUNITY COLLEGES OF SPOKANE

NEWPORT CENTER

Photo courtesy of CCS Newport



 

?STEM surrounds us. It is the backbone of 
almost every industry in today?s world. Young 
people need exposure to everything the world 
has to offer, and the possibilities that lie 
within each one of them. STEM programs are 
a catalyst to this exposure and a way for 
young people to challenge their thought 
processes. Through STEM we are helping our 
young people to find the path to which they 
can impact this world in a positive way," says 
Rubertt.

Located in Cusick, the Kalispel Career 

Training Center is owned and operated by the 
Kalispel Tribe of Indians. The Center provides 
a hub for area residents and young people to 
have hands-on training, as well as classroom 
education. 

KCTC offers distance learning for college 
credit through Salish Kootenai College and 
Spokane Tribal College. An upcoming 
partnership with Spokane Community College 
will broaden the for-credit classes individuals 
may acquire. The Center offers classes in 
manufacturing to students of the Cusick 

School District. Planning is underway to 
credential the Center as a satellite skills-center 
for high school students in Newport, Selkirk 
and Cusick School Districts. Through this 
program high school students will be able to 
earn vocational college credits while still in 
high-school and complete certification that 
will lead to living wage jobs in the area. 

Goals for the Training Center are to develop 
and expand vocational training opportunities 
in high demand occupations relevant to Pend 
Oreille County. We will increase student 
career and technical educational through 
collaborative efforts with school districts and 
provide progressive classroom training to 
strengthen workforce development. Our 
instruction involves technology used in 
engineering and fabrication that are 
components of high demand vocations.

To learn more about KCTC, 

Contact: 

Colene Rubertt 

509.447.7440 

crubertt@kalispeltribe.com

www.kalispeltribe.com 

Photo courtesy of KCTC

By Colene Ruber tt
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Mission:  to increase our rural skilled workforce thus enriching 
our community.

Colene Rubertt, the Director of Career Training & Mentoring at the 

Kalispel Career Training Center takes STEM programming to heart and 

is paving the way for increased STEM opportunities in Pend Oreille 

County.

KALISPEL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER



 

Jamie Wyrobek, Director of Pend Oreille 
County Economic Development Council, has 
been working with the County for ten years as 
an Economic Developer and as a Prevention 
Specialist prior . She believes that ?STEM 
growth is a necessary component for 
enhancing the workforce in our community.? 

The Economic Development Council (EDC) 
facilitates business retention, expansion and 
recruitment efforts in Pend Oreille County.The 
EDC?s mission is to support economic 
development activities that foster a healthy 

environment for existing and new businesses, 
improve employee skills and wages, and 
encourage infrastructure development while 
honoring the values, history, cultural diversity, 
and the natural beauty of the area and its 
people. 

Wyrobek believes that a global demand for a 
STEM based workforce impacts Pend Oreille 
County, and it is a necessary foundation in 
building a ?high tech, high rec? community. 
Whether children or adults, the local 
workforce will improve through increased 

STEM exposure and training, while utilizing 
the high speed fiber infrastructure.

Favor ite STEM resources:

The Curiosity Factory makerspace in 
Newport.

Washington STEM at 
www.washingtonstem.org and also on 
Facebook. 

For more information about the services that 
EDC provides contact:

Pend Oreille County EDC

301 W. Spruce St.

PO Box 1616

Newport, WA  99156

jwyrobek@pendoreille.org

509-447-5569 office

509-671-5186 cell

www.pocedc.org

www.hightechhighrec.com

By Jamie Wyrobek
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A High-Speed Fiber Optic Network is a Technological Advantage 
in Pend Oreille County

Entrepreneurs, f ledgling companies, telecommuting digital 

natives: if  you want to combine high technology with a superb 

recreational l ifestyle, Pend Oreille County is for you.

PEND OREILLE COUNTY 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Photo courtesy of POC EDC



County-based educators serve the community 
by providing educational programs, such as 
4-H youth development, food sense, master 
gardener, community development, economic 
development, agriculture, forestry, and natural 
resources education.  

Extension Director Mike Jensen epitomizes 
the positive STEM mentality with his motto, 
"If we can dream it, we can do it!" Mike?s 
leadership in the community is evident both in 
his position as the Director of Pend Oreille 
County's Extension programs and also 
through Extension?s partnership with Newport 
School District in the creation of the 21st 
Century Community Learning Center, an 

afterschool program serving at-risk students.  

Highlighted youth STEM programming 
includes: 4-H projects, Junk Drawer Robotics, 
Sphero Robotics, 4-H Rabbit Project and other 
animal projects.  The 4-H Tech Wizards 
program serves as a prime example of 
contemporary STEM programming in our 
community. Tech Wizards capitalizes on 
emerging technology helping youth to aspire 
to post-secondary education, productive jobs 
and careers, and community engagement. 
Current Tech Wizard projects include:

-         Sphero Robotics

-         Innovative/Interactive games

-         Physics of Cooking 

-         Entomology

-         Geocaching

-         Flight School

-         Roller Coaster Design and Building

-         Building Science

-         Arts and Design

Favor ite STEM Resources:

Ask Dr. Universe:  
https://askdruniverse.wsu.edu/         

Cornell University Cooperative Extension, 
4-H STEM:  
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/about%20us/

Pages/4-HSET.aspx

Contact:

Washington State University

Pend Oreille County Extension

227 S. Garden Avenue 

P.O. Box 5045

Newport WA 99156

509-447-2401  

email: d.chichester@wsu.edu

http://ext100.wsu.edu/pendoreille/

http://4h.wsu.edu/

By Dixie Chichester &  Mike Jensen
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Extension connects the people of Pend Oreille County to the research and 
knowledge base of Washington State University and provides solutions to 

local problems and stimulates local economies (WSU Pend Oreille). 

Extension provides a variety of STEM resources for the Pend 

Oreille County Community including youth development, master 

gardener programming, community and economic development, 

agriculture, forestry, and natural resources education.  

WSU EXTENSION 
PEND OREILLE COUNTY



Founded by Patrick and Donna Molvik, Steve 
Shumski and Peggy Watts, the vision for The 
Curiosity Factory is to be the premier rural 
model makerspace venue in the Pacific 
Northwest. A primary objective is to create a 
positive learning environment where one can 
experience and realize their full potential and 
gladly share their knowledge by "paying it 
forward" to their community and the world.

Patrick serves as the Chair of TCF and is an 
engineering leader in his field who has a 
reputation for developing novel and practical 
solutions to difficult problems.? Licensed in 
both Washington and Idaho as a Professional 

Engineer, Patrick works directly for the Navy, 
helping our country to maintain its naval 
superiority.  His STEM outreach includes 
serving on the Engineering Advisory Board of 
Eastern Washington University, chairing the 
Educational Outreach Committee of the 
Inland Empire Section of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, and 
performing the duties of Outreach Coordinator 
for the Navy?s SeaPerch Program in the Inland 
Northwest.  

Molvik states: "In the news, and on the 
internet, we all see a lot of really important 
things being done in the realm of science and 

technology. Many of the great problems that 
face humanity will have technological 
solutions. Someone somewhere will be 
working on these problems; why not you? 
There is absolutely no reason that someone 
from our area, properly equipped and 
motivated, cannot be one to make new 
discoveries, come up with innovative ideas, 
and be the solution to the problems of today 
and tomorrow."

The Curiosity Factory's current program 
offerings for makers of all ages include 
robotics, micro-controllers, computer 
programming, 3D modeling, and prototyping.

Favor ite STEM Resources:

Georgetown University Study on STEM

https://cew.georgetown.edu/

Inspiring the next generation of female 
engineers:  Debbie Sterling at TEDxPSU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

FEeTLopLkEo

Salman Khan:  Let?s use video to reinvent 
education at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=nTFEUsudhfs

Contact:

Patrick Molvik

The Curiosity Factory

227 S. Garden Avenue

Newport, WA  99156

509.671.7718

http://thecuriosityfactory.com

http://facebook.com/thecuriosityfactory

Photo by Donna Molvik

By Patr ick Molvik
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The Curiosity Factory is a first of its kind - a rural makerspace that 
brings together technology, connectivity, and makers of all types.

The Curiosity Factory is a community learning space for people of all ages to 

explore, create, design, fabricate, operate, share, and teach. The Factory's 

purpose is to promote creativity, technology, art, and the generation of ideas 

in an open environment that promotes group sharing and individual growth to 

the benefit of the individual and the community.

THE CURIOSITY FACTORY 



The Pend Oreille County Library District 
serves the entire county with branches in 
Newport, Cusick, Ione, and Metaline Falls. 
The Library District offers weekly programs 
for children and special events and programs 
for adults, teens and children. The Library 
District has been proactively seeking new and 
exciting STEM programming and partnering 
opportunities to expand its offerings in this 
area.

As an example of the STEM programming 
that the Library District offers to our 
community members is the Washington State 
Library Microsoft IT Academy. The academy 
provides free, online, self-paced technology 
courses for Washington residents. These 

courses provide basic digital literacy skills, 
Microsoft Office skills, as well as advanced 
Microsoft professional certification.

Favor ite STEM Resources:

The Show Me Librarian:  All Things STEAM 
at http://showmelibrarian.blogspot.com/p/

all-things-steam.html

Simply STEM at 
http://simplystem.wikispaces.com/Welcome+to+Simply+S.T.E.M.

Idaho Commission for Libraries STEAM 
Resources at 
http://libraries.idaho.gov/page/steam-

resources-tweens-and-teens

Contact:

Administration Office 447-2158 

Newport Public Library 447-2111 

Calispel Valley Library (Cusick) 445-1215 

Ione Public Library 442-3030 

Metalines Community Library 446-3232 

www.pocld.org

Facebook: Pend Oreille County Library 
District

Photo by Heather Molvik

By Lor i Slover &  Pam Thompson
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Providing opportunities for curiosity, learning, and discovery.

The Pend Oreille County Library District strives to be the best possible 

rural l ibrary system by providing information in an environment that is 

conducive to thinking, learning and personal development.

PEND ORELLE COUNTY 
LIBRARY DISTRICT

Photo by Heather Molvik



The Grizzly Discovery Center, Newport 
School District?s 21st Century Community 
Learning Center afterschool program, opened 
in November 2014 to serve academically 
at-risk students. Students in grades k-6th 
attend the daily program at Stratton 
Elementary and participate in a summer 
program each July. 

Site Coordinator Steve Braun is a Title 1 Math 
teacher during the regular school day. Math 
has always been Braun's favorite subject in 
school, and he truly enjoys being able to help 

out students who need extra encouragement 
and guidance to become better at math. One of 
Braun's goals is to get the younger students 
excited about STEM so they will keep that 
energy and excitement with them as they 
move on into the grade levels.

Favor ite STEM Resources:

Khan Academy, a great website for learning 
more about math at 
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

Pinterest Math Ideas at 
https://www.pinterest.com/kbkonnected/math-ideas/  

Multiplication.com, which has fun math 
games  at http://www.multiplication.com 

Contact:

Steve Braun

Grizzly Discovery  Center

Stratton Elementary 

1201 W. 5th Street 

Newport, WA  99156

509.447.0656 ext. 1302

braunsteve@newportgriz.com

http://www.newport.wednet.edu/domain/31

By Steve Braun
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The Grizzly Discovery Center is funded through a 21st Century Community 
Learning Center grant, made possible by the visionary partnership between 

Newport School District and Pend Oreille County WSU Extension. 

Afterschool students at the Stratton Site worked on a variety of STEM projects 

such as building stomp rockets, designing balloon-powered Lego cars, learning 

introductory level engineering concepts to build paper airplanes, studying 

entomology, and engage in active science experiments.

GRIZZLY DISCOVERY CENTER

STRATTON SITE

Photo by Donna Molvik



At the Newport High School Site, students in 
grades 7th - 12th participate in a variety of 
STEM programming. Projects include:

 -Currently, our 5th-8th grade students are 
building a remotely operated underwater 
vehicle in our SeaPerch class. Led by Patrick 
Molvik, an Educational Outreach Specialist 
for the US Navy, this program brings together 
engineering, science and technology and 
culminates in a Regional Competition at 
EWU.  

-Partnering with NHS's Skills USA program, 
our high school students can participate in a 
robotics class, where they build and program a 

robot.  

-In a spinoff from the hit Junkyard Wars TV 
series, our students are using critical thinking, 
problem solving, planning and teamwork to 
build chains, submarines, race cars, marble 
mazes and much more out of JUNK.

-Physics to Go:  In this popular class from the 
National Institute of Physics, students learn 
scientific principles while doing fun 
experiments. From making clouds in bottles to 
creating soda gushers with Mentos, students' 
hands-on learning is fun and exciting.

-Minecraft Engineering:  While learning about 

 

Pyramids:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnHcG9oE9Ec     

Castles:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGbPShUpjpg     

Cathedrals:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZpOd2pHiI0

For students who want to get a taste of coding and 
make simple games:  check out www.code.org

Contact:

Vickie Blanchet

Grizzly Discovery Center 

Newport High School

1400 W. 5th Street

Newport, WA  99156

(509) 447-2481 ext. 6501

blanchetvickie@newportgriz.com

http://www.newport.wednet.edu/domain/31

By Vickie Blanchet
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The Grizzly Discovery's motto is "Fun, Fitness and Fascination" After School.  
It is our vision to increase students' interest in STEM fields by providing 

fascinating and challenging STEM activit ies that are fun.  

"I would love to see our students exploring and enjoying science, technology, math and 

engineering in school and out of school. Adult mentors who come alongside our 

students are crit ical to increasing the number of students who seek out STEM 

opportunities and careers.  It is my hope that strong community partnerships will be 

forged to bring cutting edge STEM activit ies to our regular and afterschool programs."

GRIZZLY DISCOVERY CENTER

NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL

Photo by Vickie Blanchet

an historical period, students complete builds 
that incorporate Redstone technology. From 
trap doors to hidden staircases, students learn 
about circuits and the transfer of energy.

-Rocketry:  What's more fun that building and 
launching a rocket into space? Under the 
guidance of retired NASA engineers, our 
students will be learning about the Race to 
Space and building their own rocket to launch.  
On the way, they will make a model of the 
Space Shuttle and learn about aeronautical 
engineering.  What a blast!

Favor ite STEM Resources:

How stuff works: 
http://www.howstuffworks.com

Ever wonder how they built the pyramids, 
cathedrals or castles?  Check out David 
Macauly's books or watch his PBS series. 



A prime example of just how tech savvy the 
Newport community is would be Exbabylon 
IT Solutions. Alex Stanton founded 
Exbabylon in 2001 when he began coding and 
developing web applications while still in 
high school. The company engineers, builds, 
monitors, and maintains networks for 
organizations around the Northwest, including 
healthcare, government, aerospace, 
manufacturing and engineering sectors. 

Stanton, a Newport High School alumnus says 
his company is "betting on the area by 
building our network monitoring, support and 
engineering teams right here in Newport, 
WA." He has been an active participant in 
Newport's business community as a former 
board member of the Greater Newport Area 
Chamber of Commerce and presently serves 

as a board member on Pend Oreille County's 
Economic Development Council.

Exbabylon's company motto has has always 
been "Imagination Is The Only Limitation," 
and Stanton will tell you that the company 
lives and breathes that motto every day with a 
team that thrives on finding simple solutions 
to complex problems. 

Today Exbabylon is one of the Northwest's 
most experienced, forward-thinking and 
fastest growing IT firms with a regional 
impact across the entire Northwest, including 
clients in Washington, Idaho, Oregon and 
Montana. The company maintains direct 
business partnerships with three Fortune 500 
companies-- Apple, Frontier Communications 
and Verizon Wireless, while maintaining 

vendor relationships with Microsoft, Cisco, 
Xerox, HP, Dell [SonicWall], Intel, Lenovo, 
VMWare and more.

Favor ite STEM Resources:

MIT OpenCourseware: http://ocw.mit.edu

Code.org at https://studio.code.org/

Stanford Lagunita: 
https://lagunita.stanford.edu/

Contact:

Alex Stanton

Exbabylon IT Solutions

318 S. Washington Avenue

Newport, WA  99156

509.447.0440

alex@exbabylon.com

www.exbabylon.com

 

By Donna Molvik &  Alex Stanton
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We?re betting on the area by building our network monitoring, support 
and engineering teams right here in Newport, WA.

Alex Stanton, a Newport High School alumnus, tech-founder, and entrepreneur 

looks to the future for technology and economic growth in Pend Oreille County.

EXBABYLON IT SOLUTIONS

Photo by Heather Molvik



STEM Word Search

See if you can find the 10  STEM words in the puzzle. 

Puzzle created by puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com
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Newport School District does not discriminate in any programs or activit ies on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog 
guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees 
have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinator/Compliance 
Coordinator, Dave Smith (509.447.3167 x 4500) and Section 504 ADA Coordinator, Michele Hunt (509.447.3167 x 4506).
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